
 
 

 

87th ACADEMY AWARDS 

DOCUMENTARY SHORT SUBJECT QUALIFYING FESTIVAL LIST 

 
PLEASE NOTE:   

QUALIFYING FESTIVALS AND AWARDS MAY CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE 

 

Only Documentary Short Subjects (40 minutes or less) can qualify by winning one of the awards on this list.  They 

may also qualify with a seven-day commercial theatrical run in EITHER New York or Los Angeles. 
 

 
 AFI DOCS FILM FESTIVAL (Washington, D.C., USA) 

 Sterling Award – Best Short Film 
www.afi.com/afidocs 
 
 ASPEN SHORTSFEST (Colorado, USA) 
 Best Documentary 
www.aspenfilm.org 
 
 AUSTIN FILM FESTIVAL (Texas, USA)  

Documentary Short Jury Award 
www.austinfilmfestival.com 
 
 BIG SKY DOCUMENTARY FILM FESTIVAL (Montana, USA) 

Best Mini-Doc 
Best Documentary Short 

www.bigskyfilmfest.org/ 
 
 BILBAO INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL OF DOCUMENTARY AND SHORT FILM (Spain) 

Gold Mikeldi for Documentary 
www.zinebi.com 

 
 CAMERAIMAGE (Poland) 

Golden Frog for Short Documentary 
www.camerimage.pl 
 
 CHICAGO INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL (Illinois, USA) 

Best Documentary Short 
www.chicagofilmfestival.com 
 
 DOC NYC (New York, USA) 

Shorts Competition – Grand Jury Prize Winner 
www.docnyc.net 
 
 EDINDOCS (Scotland, U.K.) 

Best Short Documentary 
www.edindocs.com 
 
 FLICKERFEST INTERNATIONAL SHORT FILM FESTIVAL (Australia) 

Best Documentary 
www.flickerfest.com.au 
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 FULL FRAME DOCUMENTARY FILM FESTIVAL (North Carolina, USA) 
Jury Award for Best Short 

www.fullframefest.org 
 
 HOT DOCS CANADIAN INTERNATIONAL DOCUMENTARY FESTIVAL (Canada) 

Best Short Documentary 
www.hotdocs.ca 
 
 HOT SPRINGS DOCUMENTARY FILM FESTIVAL (Arkansas, USA) 

Spa City Best Documentary Short 
www.hsdfi.org 
 
 INTERNATIONAL LEIPZIG FESTIVAL FOR DOCUMENTARY AND ANIMATED FILM (Germany) 

International Short Documentary Competition – Golden Dove 
www.dok-leipzig.de 
 
 KRAKOW INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL (Poland) 

 The Golden Dragon for Best Short Film  
 Silver Dragon for Best Short Documentary 

www.krakowfilmfestival.pl 
 
 LONDON INTERNATIONAL DOCUMENTARY FILM FESTIVAL (U.K.) 

 Best Short Film 
www.lidf.co.uk 
 
 LOS ANGELES FILM FESTIVAL (California, USA) 

Best Documentary Short 
www.lafilmfest.com 
 
 LA SHORTS FEST (California, USA) 

Best Documentary 
www.lashortsfest.com 
 
 MELBOURNE INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL (Australia) 

 Best Documentary Short Film 
www.miff.com.au 
 
 MORELIA INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL (Mexico) 

 Best Mexican Short Documentary 
www.moreliafilmfest.com 
 
 NASHVILLE FILM FESTIVAL (Tennessee, USA) 

Best Documentary Short 
www.nashvillefilmfestival.org 
 
 NEW DIRECTORS/NEW FILMS FESTIVAL (New York, USA) 

Documentary Short Program Selection 
www.newdirectors.org 
 
 RHODE ISLAND INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL (Rhode Island, USA) 

Best Short Documentary Film Award 
www.film-festival.org 
 
 RIVERRUN INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL (North Carolina, USA) 

Best Documentary Short 
www.riverrunfilm.com 
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 SAN FRANCISCO INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL (California, USA) 
Golden Gate Award Documentary Short 

www.sffs.org 
 
 SEATTLE INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL (Washington, USA) 

Best Documentary Short 
www.siff.net 
 
 SHEFFIELD DOC/FEST (U.K.) 

Sheffield Short Doc Award 
www.sheffdocfest.com 
 
 SLAMDANCE FILM FESTIVAL (Utah, USA) 

Grand Jury Award for Short Documentary 
www.slamdance.com 
 
 SOUTH BY SOUTHWEST (Texas, USA) 

Best Documentary Short 
www.sxsw.com 
 
 SUNDANCE FILM FESTIVAL (Utah, USA) 

Short Film Jury Award: Non-fiction 
www.sundance.org/festival 
 
 TAMPERE FILM FESTIVAL (Finland) 

Best Documentary 
www.tamperefilmfestival.fi 
 
 TRAVERSE CITY FILM FESTIVAL (Michigan, USA) 

Best Short Documentary Film 
www.traversecityfilmfest.org 
 
 TRIBECA FILM FESTIVAL (New York, USA) 

Best Documentary Short 
www.tribecafilm.com 
 
 VISIONS DU RÉEL, NYON (Switzerland) 

Best Short Film 
www.visionsdureel.ch 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PLEASE NOTE:   

QUALIFYING FESTIVALS AND AWARDS MAY CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE 
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